World Marrow Donor Association guidelines for use of HLA nomenclature and its validation in the data exchange among hematopoietic stem cell donor registries and cord blood banks.
Since the advent of the European Marrow Donor Information System in the first half of the last decade, fully automated data exchange between registry computer systems has been playing an ever-increasing role in the international search for unrelated donors of blood progenitor cells. This exchange, however, was hampered by different local conventions used to present HLA data and complicated by the need to extend the official WHO nomenclature to accommodate the registries' information systems and to cross-validate HLA data obtained with different methods and/or at different loci. The guidelines presented here have been developed by the World Marrow Donor Association to standardize the nomenclature to be used and the validation checks to be applied in the international electronic exchange of HLA-typing data among unrelated volunteer hematopoietic stem cell donor registries and umbilical cord blood banks. Two reference web sites have been designated to maintain and update the approved HLA nomenclature and all the ancillary information needed by the conventions described here.